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A tropical garden howsed in a comtemporary corporzte office by SAMA Archifects.

1. SAMA Landscape Archifects

From the stark land=capes of Ladakh to tha lnsh forests of Bandhavzarh and Corbett, from the
dry yet abundant wildlifs of Kenya to the impragnable greens of Sahyados, SAMA Landscaps
Architects have travalled far and wide to inspira thair craft of land=scape desizn. Founded in zoo05
by Sameer Duraphe and Bfanjin Mahajan, this Pune bazad finm seas landscape design a= 2o
astablishment of relaticns betwesn the boilt form, surfacing and outdoor constroctions, earth,
tock forms, bodies of water, plants, open spaca, and the genetal form and character of the
landscape.

“As londsogpe designers, we get to work with the elements of nature directly — the earti,
water, plants, micro-organisms, the birds ard everything in noture...,” says Mahajan oo what
ayrites her as a landscape designer. “We get o work with Tfe’ ond we get to s2e it grow. So it ic
like bringing up a efald™
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The reflecting pool that collects stormmuwater from the rogf by SAMA Architects.

For SAMA architacts the primary emphasis has always been oo tha relations between peopls and
the landscaps — Man and the Land. Their dasizns ara integrated in such a way that it forms a
part of the surrcunding and topography as well as caters to the lifestyle of their clients. Thay
attempt to bridge the gap betwesn natore and man by introdocing their clients to flowers, plants,
and ecology in 2 way that an smotional connect with nators and space has been formed.

Az the landscape dasizners for Elantas Beck India Lid headguartars in Pimpri, they implsmanted
their core belisfs both emetionzlly and aesthetically. The clisnts were kesn on a landscape which
conld ba envircomentally ‘ome” with its green surroundings and boilt with minimom
construction and maintanance wark.

S0, 3AMA creatad 2 wadge-shaped spacs betwesn tha two wings of tha buildings which were
concepinalized as a vallay batween two rock outerops. The wedgs shape creates a “ventury’ effect
and the breeze generated rednead the heat from inside the office blocks.

A lnsh ‘hillock” was created to act as an effortlass walk up or down and betwean the two wings,

creating an experienca which enpapes one with nature. Commeon activities placed in the cantral
area ware camouflaged with gresn cortzins and plants. Land=caped steps lead to varions levels

and coonscted the public araas. Tha space, also opensd on to 3 latge water body, which reflects
the existing losh traes.



